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DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTIES

This document has been prepared by FoodCoP project partners as an account of work
carried out within the framework of the HEU GA contract N2 101182001.

Neither Project Coordinator, nor any signatory party of FoodCoP Project Consortium
Agreement, nor any person acting on behalf of any of them:

makes any warranty or representation whatsoever, express or implied,

o with respect to the use of any information, apparatus, method, process,
or similar item disclosed in this document, including merchantability and
fitness for a particular purpose, or

o that such use does not infringe on or interfere with privately owned
rights, including any party's intellectual property, or

o that this document is suitable to any particular user's circumstance; or

assumes responsibility for any damages or other liability whatsoever (including
any consequential damages, even if Project Coordinator or any representative of
a signatory party of the FOODCOP Project Consortium Agreement has been
advised of the possibility of such damages) resulting from your selection or use
of this document or any information, apparatus, method, process, or similaritem
disclosed in this document.

This project is supported by the European Union’s Horizon Europe Coordination &
support action (HORIZON-CL6-2024-CIRCBIO-01-9) under Grant Agreement
No101182001.

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the
author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union. The European
Union can’t be held responsible for them.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This document provides a concise analysis of the FoodCoP platform, a free and open-
access digital tool developed to support the transformation of European food systems
through collaboration, innovation, and knowledge exchange. The platform functions as
a Community of Practice (CoP), engaging stakeholders across various sectors—such as
agriculture, research, policy, and civil society—to promote sustainable practices and
participatory approaches in rural development.

The deliverable outlines the key functionalities of the platform, including user
interaction features, knowledge sharing tools, and community-driven resources. It also
explores the technical aspects of the platform design, highlighting its user-friendly
structure, potential technologies used, and prospects for interoperability with other EU-
funded initiatives and digital ecosystems.

By offering a space for dialogue, capacity building, and cross-sector collaboration, the
FoodCoP platform contributes to the advancement of circular bioeconomy principles
and strengthens the resilience of local food systems across Europe.

In order to ensure relevance, accessibility, and impact, the platform clearly addresses
the needs of its key target groups and follow practical communication guidelines.
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

ACF - Advanced Custom Fields

API — Application Programming Interface
BIC - Bio-based Industries Consortium
CA - Consortium Agreement

CBE - JU Circular Based Europe Joint Undertaking
CMS — Content Management System
CoP - Community of Practice

CSS - Cascading Style Sheets

D - Deliverable

DoA — Description of Action

EC — European Commission

FOODCOP- Fueling Startup Villages with circular bioeconomy strategies SC — Steering
Committee

GA — General Assembly
GDPR - General Data Protection Regulation
H2020 — Horizon 2020 The 8" EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation.

HEU — Horizon Europe — the 9th framework Programme of the EC for research,
technological development and innovation activities.

HTML - HyperText Markup Language

HTTPS — HyperText Transfer Protocol Secure
IPR — Intellectual Property Right

JU- Joint Undertaking

PC — Project Coordinator

PHP - Hypertext Preprocessor

SME — Small and Medium Enterprise

WP — Work Package
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1.INTRODUCTION

This deliverable summarizes technical functionalities of FoodCoP Platform a digital
space designed to foster collaboration, knowledge sharing, and innovation among
stakeholders engaged in the transition toward sustainable and resilient food systems.
The document begins with an exploration of the platform’s core functionalities,
followed by technical insights into its structure and potential for interoperability with
other European initiatives. It also includes an Annex with guidelines to register to the
platform an d interact with external stakeholders.

The aim is to provide a comprehensive understanding of how FOODCoP supports
community engagement and contributes to the broader goals of the circular
bioeconomy and rural development.
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2. FOODCOP PLATFORM

FoodCoP Platform is accessible from the following URL https://www.platform-
foodcop.eu/

In D4.1 a summary of the platform structure has been provided. Since its official launch
a set of tests have been developed and also some questionnaires have been circulated
with external stakeholder to ask feedback on the platform structure.

At the time of writing this deliverable, the consortium is still in charge of collecting
feedback. The final list including also suggestions collected will be included in D4.3.

The FOODCoP platform is a European initiative designed to support the transformation
of rural food systems by fostering collaboration, knowledge sharing, and innovation
among stakeholders. It serves as a Community of Practice (CoP) that brings together
various actors, including farmers, entrepreneurs, researchers, and policymakers, to
promote sustainable and circular bioeconomy practices.
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2.1 Key Functionalities

FOODCoP facilitates the creation of a network of "Startup Villages" across Europe,
aiming to stimulate local economies and foster innovation in rural areas.

The platform provides resources and opportunities for stakeholders to share best
practices, experiences, and strategies for implementing sustainable food systems.

Through workshops, training programs, and other educational activities, FOODCoP
empowers communities with the skills and knowledge needed to adopt circular
bioeconomy solutions.

By connecting various stakeholders, the platform encourages collaborative projects that
aim to optimize resources, reduce food-related emissions and waste, and enhance the
resilience of rural communities.

In addition, the platform features a dedicated section focused on existing networks and
initiatives. This section aimsto map, showcase, and connect relevant European and local
initiatives, projects, and networks operating in the field of sustainable rural food
systems. By providing visibility to ongoing efforts and best practices, it helps
stakeholders avoid duplication, identify synergies, and build upon existing knowledge
and collaborations. This section therefore acts as a reference point to foster alignment,
mutual learning, and stronger cooperation across the FoodCoP ecosystem. Herethe link:
https://www.platform-foodcop.eu/category/existing-networks-initiatives/

Overall, FOODCoP acts as a hub for stakeholders interested in transforming rural food
systems through sustainable practices, innovation, and community collaboration.

It is based on an eye-catching structure, and it is conceived as the main meeting point
in the European startup villages, where stakeholders can find the most interesting and
high-quality services aiming to unlock the innovation potential and uncover
opportunities to build relationships and partnerships across the FoodCoP network.

The platform is managed by ENCO, who is also the owner.

2.2 Technical insights of FoodCoP Platform

FoodCoP Platform has been developed through a CMS WordPress, highly personalized.
The platform is built using a customized child theme and includes custom post types and
ACF. It integrates a user registration and management system that allows access to
restricted areas not visible to non-authenticated users. Features available to registered
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users include a multi-topic forum based on the bbPress plugin, an internal bulletin board
for communications and articles, and other private sections. Access to content and
functionalities is managed through account control. The interface is designed to be
intuitive, responsive, and consistent with the project’s visual identity.

The platform was built using WordPress. These CMSs offer robust tools for:

o User management

o Multi-language support
o Publishing articles, news, and resources
o Modular plugin/add-on integration

e Frontend: HTML, CSS, JavaScript (possibly with frameworks like React, Vue.js, or
Bootstrap for UI/UX).
e Backend: PHP.

e A relational database like MySQL, has been used to store user data, resources,
forum posts, etc.

e The platform is hosted on a cloud-based server (IUBENDA), offering scalability
and uptime reliability.

e The site uses HTTPS/SSL encryption, complying with basic web security.

e It includes GDPR compliance mechanisms such as cookie consent and data
privacy policies.

e Additional layers include firewalls, access controls, and routine data backups.

e Community of Practice Portal: A hub for interaction between food system
stakeholders.

e Document Repository: Shared knowledge and best practices in circular
bioeconomy and rural innovation.

e Event Calendar: Announcements of training sessions, workshops, and webinars.

e Forum/Discussion Boards: Spaces for community members to exchange ideas.
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o User Registration/Login: Role-based access to platform tools.
e Searchable Resource Library: Reports, publications, tools from European
projects.

2.3 Interoperability Potential

The platform benefits from use:

e Open APIs for data exchange with other European projects (e.g., Horizon Europe,
PRIMA).

e Integration with collaborative platforms like CORDIS, Knowledge Center for

Bioeconomy, BioeconomyVentures Platform for cross-project knowledge
sharing.

All Rights Reserved. FoodCoP Project. Grant Agreement 101182001.
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3 CONCLUSIONS

This document provides a technical overview of FoodCoP Platform structure. SA set of
testing activities have been developed by partners and external stakeholders. 5 start-up
villages have been involved to test the platform usability but also to collect feedback on
potential integrations. In D4.3 all the details on engagement and outreach will be
reported.
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ANNEX

ANNEX | USER MANUAL

The platform is free and open access. By clicking on https://www.platform-foodcop.eu/,
you are directed to the homepage, where you can preview all the platform’s content.
However, to access the full content, registrationis required clicking on the following link:
https://www.platform-foodcop.eu/register/. Once filled in all the data requested, the
user receives an email confirming the registration, the email includes the link to access
the platform, username and password chosen in the registration process.

Once registered, clicking on the login link https://www.platform-foodcop.eu/login/ user
can access the platform, read all the content; see details of all other users registered
and interact with them.

Clicking on My profile, user can modify his/her profile, adding some details such us a
photo, changing settings, starting discussion on the forum, replying to existing
discussions but he/she can also interact with other users through private messages.
Furthermore, each user can promote his/her own event clicking on the dedicated link
Promote your event.
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